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The David E. Sullivan Collection (1979-1989) 
 
 
 
Access 

Open. 
 

 
Provenance 
 Received from David E. Sullivan, 1990 
 
Usage Restrictions 

Users of these materials are advised to determine the copyright status of any document 
from which they wish to publish. 

 
Copyright 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the 
making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain 
conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a 
photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the 
photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, 
scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or 
reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright 
infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, 
in its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law. The 
copyright law extends its protection to unpublished works from the moment of 
creation in a tangible form. Direct your questions concerning copyright to the 
reference staff. 

 
Extent 
 About 21.25 linear feet 
 
Language  

This collection is entirely in English.  
 
Processed by  
 Patsy Baudoin 
 
Finding Aid Prepared by 
 Patsy Baudoin, February 9, 2009 
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Scope and Content Abstract 
This collection documents the work of David E. Sullivan, elected member of the Cambridge 
City Council between 1979 and 1989. The collection reflects Councillor Sullivan’s committee 
work, especially as chair of committees on rent control, transportation, ordinances, economic 
development, and public safety.  
 
Records include minutes, memoranda, correspondence, conference packets, financial records, 
newsletters, and photographs.  
 
Biographical Note 
David Edward Sullivan was born on June 9, 1952, in Lackawanna, NY.   He graduated cum 
laude from Harvard Law School (1977) and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in political 
science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1974), where he was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa.  Sullivan is currently General Counsel for the Massachusetts Executive Office for 
Administration and Finance. He served as Legal Counsel to the state Secretary’s Elections 
Division (1977-1991), Chief Legal Counsel for the Secretary’s office (1986-1991), Chief of the 
State Ethics Commission’s Legal Division (1991-1993), General Counsel for the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means (1993-1996), and Counsel to the Massachusetts Senate (1996-
2007). 
 
 Sullivan was elected to five consecutive terms as a Cambridge City Councillor (1980-
1990).  He has also been an elected member of the Democratic State Committee (1976-1988). 
He served as a leading Democratic election lawyer during the 2000 Florida recount and as the 
Democratic party’s Voter Protection Coordinator in Ohio in 2004 and in Florida in 2008. 
 
 Sullivan lives in Cambridge with his wife, Catherine, and their three sons. 
 

________________________________ 
 
 
Arrangement into 39 topical series listed alphabetical and housed in 21 boxes. 
  

1. Animals          Box 18 
2. Cambridge: Cambridgeport/Industrial Area/SIMPLEX/MIT   Box 1, 2 
3. Cambridge: East Cambridge        Box 2, 3 
4. Cambridge: Harvard Square        Box 4 
5. Cambridge: Mass Ave/Central Square/ Area 4/ Riverside    Box4,8, 17 
6. Cambridge: Mid-Cambridge        Box 4 
7. Cambridge: North Cambridge/Porter/ Alewife/ Agassiz/W. Cambridge  Box 7, 8 
8. Cambridge Politics         Box 19 
9. Campaigns           Box 20 
10. City Administration         Box 2 
11. City Council          Box 17 
12. Comprehensive Planning         Box 2 
13. Economic Development         Box 3 
14. Election Commission         Box 5 
15. Environment (Recycling/Water/Noise)      Box 5 
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16. Frisoli vs. Scheir         Box 20 
17. Health           Box 6 
18. Health: Smoking         Box 18 
19. Housing (inspections; violations; co-ops; lodging houses; new)   Box 12 
20. Housing (public; rent control)       Box 13 
21. Housing (Rindge Tower)        Box 16 
22. Housing (condos)         Box 21 
23. Human Rights         Box 6 
24. Human Services (shelters, community residences, homeless)   Box 8 
25. Inspection Services         Box 12 
26. Labor           Box 8  
27. Law           Box 8 
28. Licensing          Box 8 
29. Ordinances/ Removal        Box 10, 11 
30. Preservation (Historic and Neighborhood Preservation)   Box 6 
31. Proposition 1-2-3         Box 9 
32. Public Integrity         Box 17 
33. Public Safety          Box 7 
34. Rent Control Administration        Box 14, 16 
35. Tenant Organization         Box 16 
36. Transportation         Box 9 
37. University Expansion        Box 14 
38. Voter Registration         Box 5 
39. Zoning           Box #15 

 
 
 
 
 

************* 


